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“Well,” Breeze said, “let us begin, then. First; you must understand that
Soothing is about more than just Allomancy. It's' about the delicate and noble
art of manipulation.” TR

“Noble indeed,” Vin said. - -

“Ah, you|sound like one of them,” Breeze said.

“Them who?" SR T

“Them everyone else,” Breeze said. “You saw how that skaa gentleman
treated me? | People don't Jike wus, my dear. The idea of someone who can play
with their etnotions, who can ‘mystically’ get them to do certain things, makes
them unconf]?ortable. What they do not realize—and what you meust realize—is
that manipulating others is something that all pecple do: In fact, manipulation
Is at the core of our socidtinteraction.” -+ v .. - - . - -

He settled back, raising his dueling cane and gesturing with it slightly as he
spoke, “Think about it. What is a2 man doing when he seeks the affection of a

-+~ young lady? Why, he.is trying to-manipulaterher: to regard him favorably, What = -

“+* happens when old two friends sit-down for a drine They tell stories, trying to
impress each other. Life as a human being is about posturing and influence.
This isn't a bad thing—in fact, we depend upon it. These interactions teach us . ..
how to respond to others.” '

He paused, pointing at Vin with the cane. “The difference between Soothers
and regular people is that we are aware of what we're doing. We also have a
slight . . . advantage. But, is it really that much more ‘powerful’ than having a
charismatic personality or a fine set of teeth? | think not.” - '

Vin paused. . -

“Besides,” Breeze added, “as I mentioned, a good Soother must be skilled far
beyond his ability to use Allomancy. Allomancy can't let you read minds or even
emotions—in a way, you're as blind as anyone else. You fire off pulses of emo-
tions, targeted at a single person or in an area, and your subjects will have their
emotions altered—hopefully producing the effect that you wished. However,
great Soothers are those who can successfully use their eyes and instincts to
know how 2 person is feeling before. they get Soothed.”

“What does it matter how they're feeling?” Vin said, trying to cover her an-
noyance. “You're just going to Seothe them anyway, right? So, when you're
done, they'll feel how you want themto.” - -

Breeze sighed, shaking his head. “What would.you say if you knew I'd
Soothed you on three separate oteasioris during our conversation?”

Vin paused. “When?” she demantded, .

“‘Does it matter?” Breeze asked, *THis iy the lésson you must learn, my dear,
If you can't read how semeone is fegling; then you'll never have a subtle touch
with emotional Allomancy. Push g .eﬁnéﬁ,tdofhar&f*and even the most blind of
skaa will yealize that they're beingfﬁﬁiaﬁibulated.’éoxﬁehgw. Touch too softly, and
you won't produce a noticeable éffectmother;, more powerful emotions will still
rule your subject.” L e ' i

Breeze shook his head. “It’s all about dn&érstanding people,” he continued,
“You have to read how someone s feeling, change that feeling by nudging it in
the proper direction, then channél'thgir nevfound emotional state to your ad-
vantage. That, my dear, is the chalfenge 4n vwhat we. do! Tt is difficult. but for
those who can do jtwell .. » ' 1. AR

The door opened, and the,sull_en sl{é_gz—rriah rétutned, bearing an entire bottle
of wine. He put it and a cup on'the-table hefore Breeze, then went over to stand
on the other side of the room, beside, peephales looking into the dining room.

“There are vast rewards,” Bregze said with a quiet smile, He winked at her,
then poured some wine. Cwdhe Pees
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